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EXCAVATIONS AT PORT ARTHUR, 1977 
The s i t e  excava ted  a t  P o r t  Ar thur  l a s t  January and February was 
c o n t i n u o u s l y  occupied d u r i n g  t h e  pena l  e s t ab l i shment  days o f  P o r t  Arthur ,  
t h a t  is from 1830 t o  1877. Long wooden b u i l d i n g s  on b r i c k  and  s t o n e  
f o u n d a t i o n s  housed p r i s o n e r s  from 1830 t o  1854. Mostly they  were i n  a  
d e t e r i o r a t i n g  s t a t e  and were c o n s t a n t l y  be ing  r e b u i l t ,  propped up o r  
were j u s t  l e t  f a l l  down. In  t h e  mid-1850s when t h e r e  was a  t r a n s f e r r a l  
of l u n a t i c  c o n v i n c t s  from v a r i o u s  o u t s t a t i o n s  t o  P o r t  Arthur ,  t h e s e  
peop le  were housed on t h e  s i t e .  I t  remained an a r e a  f o r  i n v a l i d s  and 
paupers  u n t i l  t h e  c l o s u r e  of  t h e  pena l  s e t t l e m e n t .  The b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  
s i t e  remained i n  use  a f t e r w a r d s  bu t  some were des t royed by 1893 and 1897 
b u s h f i r e s ;  by t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  t h e r e  a r e  no b u i l d i n g s  he re  
v i s i b l e  on photographs .  
As p a r t  o f  a  wide-ranging programme of  r e s e a r c h  a t  P o r t  Arthur 
I i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h i s  s i te  l a s t  year .  Its importance l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
it i s  t h e  o n l y  p a r t  of P o r t  Arthur con t inuous ly  occupied d u r i n g  i ts 
e n t i r e  c o n v i c t  p e r i o d  and  by such l a r g e  groups of people .  Even s o  
documentation abou t  it is  f a i r l y  minimal; t h e  p l a n s  a r e  l a r g e l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  
and incomplete  and t h e r e  appear  t o  be  more proposed than a c t u a l  p l a n s  i n  
e x i s t e n c e .  If one was t e s t i n g  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  a s i t e  i n  
P o r t  Ar thur ,  it seemed t h a t  t h i s  would be t h e  b e s t  a r e a  t o  choose. 
We uncovered t h e  remains of f i v e  b u i l d i n g s  dur ing  t h e  l a s t  
season.  The e x a c t  p e r i m e t e r s  of each a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  undef ined b u t  
documentary ev idence  s h o u l d  h e l p  t o  p in -po in t  them and t h e  accuracy of  
t h i s  w i l l  be  t e s t e d  by excava t ion  nex t  season. A s  w e l l  a r e a s  o f  b r i c k  
pav ing  and c o b b l e s t o n e s  were uncovered. Most b u i l d i n g s  and cour tya rd  
a r e a s  were a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  one d r a i n ,  mainly of  t e r r a c o t t a  b u t  
sometimes of s t o n e ,  and a l m o s t  always c o n t a i n i n g  a  g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  of 
a r t e f a c t s .  
The a r t e f a c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  covered a  very 
wide range .  There were hundreds of i r o n  n a i l s  a s  expected,  hundreds of 
i r o n  and bone b u t t o n s  unexpectedly ,  c o i n s  ranging from a  1935 halfpenny 
to two 1799 h a l f p e n n i e s  t o  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  Hobart Town t r a d e r s  
t o k e n s ,  much g l a s s  and t r a n s f e r  p r i n t e d  p o t t e r y ,  p i n s ,  need les ,  th imbles ,  
s l a t e  p e n c i l s ,  c h a l k ,  c l a y  p i p e s  and more. The a n a l y s i s  of  t h e s e  i s  n o t  
y e t  coxnplete b u t  some i n t e r e s t i n g  d e t a i l s  a r e  emerging. Two of t h e  c l a y  
p i p e s ,  f o r  example, made probably  by Murray o f  Glasgow were in tended  f o r  
t h e  American market b u t  a r r i v e d  he re  anyway. One has  Uncle Tom and h i s  
Cabin moulded on t o  i t s  bowl; t h e  o t h e r  has  t h e  American f l a g  on one 
s i d e  and t h e  Union Jack  on t h e  o t h e r .  
I n  t h e  n e x t  season  I wish t o  e x p l o r e  c e r t a i n  problems about  
b u i l d i n g  p h a s e s  and  e x t e n t s  a r i s i n g  from t h e  l a s t  season. To enab le  my 
s i t e  p l a n s  t o  be m r e  a c c u r a t e l y  a l i g n e d  wi th  t h e  conv ic t  p e r i o d  p l a n s  
a n d  maps o f  P o r t  Arthur  I need t o  l o c a t e  t h e  w e l l  and t h e  block of  
s o l i t a r y  c e l l s  on t h e  s i t e .  I propose doing t h i s  i n  December 1977 and 
January  and  February 1978. 
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